
Spirit of Scarcity vs. Spirit of Liberality  

Matthew 6:19-24 (Message): 
19-21 “Don’t hoard treasure down here where it gets eaten by moths and 
corroded by rust or—worse!—stolen by burglars. Stockpile treasure in 
heaven, where it’s safe from moth and rust and burglars. It’s obvious, 
isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is the place you will most want 
to be, and end up being.  22-23 “Your eyes are windows into your body. If 
you open your eyes wide in wonder and belief, your body fills up with 
light. If you live squinty-eyed in greed and distrust, your body is a dank 
cellar. If you pull the blinds on your windows, what a dark life you will 
have! 24 “You can’t worship two gods at once. Loving one god, you’ll end 
up hating the other. Adoration of one feeds contempt for the other. You 
can’t worship God and Money both. 

Matthew 6:19-24(NRSV) 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures (attachment to or accumulation of 
possessions) on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart (affections) will 
be also 

• Two different commands - a positive and negative 
• Two different realms - earth and heaven 
• Two different results - deterioration and eternity 
• Summary statement - you end up in the place of your treasure, 

because as a human you are a ball of energy, and where you direct 
that energy determines where you as a person end up. When you 
direct your energy to the things of God you end up living into 
eternity both now and then; but when your energy is directed at the 
things of earth, you live into the deterioration and nothing is left of 
you to go on into eternity.  

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole 
body will be full of light; 23 but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body 
will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is 
the darkness! (this has to do with the way you see people and reality) 



24 “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one 
and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth 

• Assumed reality of serving - we will serve something; we can’t 
serve more than one thing; and what we serve ends up owning us, 
therefore necessitating the way in which we live. 

Matthew 20:1-15 
 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When 
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I 
will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.  And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to 
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give 
to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because (is your 
eye evil because) I am generous? 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11 

7 If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in 
any of your towns within the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do 
not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor. 8 You 
should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need, 
whatever it may be. 9 Be careful that you do not entertain a mean 



thought (look on him with an evil eye), thinking, “The seventh year, the 
year of remission, is near,” and therefore view your needy neighbor with 
hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might cry to the Lord against 
you, and you would incur guilt. 10 Give liberally and be ungrudging when 
you do so, for on this account the Lord your God will bless you in all your 
work and in all that you undertake. 11 Since there will never cease to be 
some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, “Open your hand 
to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.” 


