
The word “you” is mentioned two times to set off each section and the word “your” is used twice 
in the imperative portion of the text.  So before we read the text, we have to ask who are the 
“you” and “your” that are being refereed to?  Or, who are the salt of the earth, and who are the 
light of the world?  The answer is: poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers…The negative 
way to say this is that if one is not these things, then one is not being salt and light… in other 
words, being salt and light are the vocational attributes to being the “poor in spirit, those who 
mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, 
the peacemakers.”

Matthew 5:13
13 “You are the salt of the earth (land); but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

Salt has plenty of functions, even within scripture (Ex 30:35, Lev 2:13, Job 6:6, Mark 9:50, Luke 14:34, Col 4:6), 
but this text, tells us the property of salt that the author and Jesus are referring to - TASTE!  

Meaning, at the end of the day, in all the ways salt could and can be used it was used to better 
things, it was used, to play on the pun of salt, to make the human experience taste better for 
those around us.  

The weight of the text lies in verses 14-16, with the light metaphor

Matthew 5:14-16
14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In 

the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven.

Not only is Jesus once again renaming who his people are, but he is in fact, doing so by 
delegating the call of Israel to the nations to his new followers…

Jesus is delegating the vocational responsibility of Israel to the group of people who can be 
defined by the beatitudes.  To see the vocational call of Israel see Isaiah 9:1, 49:6, 51:4 & 
60:1-3 as reference points.  Remember the, audience would have known this as soon as Jesus 
attributed the vocational identity of ‘light’ to these new people, while at the same time leaving out 
any gender, ethnic, geographic, or religious identifiers.  

The question arises: HOW are we to be this light to those around us who do not know God.  We 
don’t have to guess?  We don’t have to create our own ideas on how to do this… The text tells 
us?  The text says, we “let our light shine before others”  by living a life of , “good works” and 
this life of good works will be light to those around us so that they will, in the end, “give glory to 
our Father in heaven”

Here it is, Jesus says, people will see and know the glory of God not by convincing them you 
are right, not by bringing them to church to be convinced, not by big beautiful buildings, nor 
great speakers, but by living our ordinary everyday life through the means of good works.


