
Let’s read: Matthew 5:1-2 - The new Moses, The new Law, the New People: 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up (into) the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them saying 

(Ex. 19:3, Ex. 24:12, Ex. 34:2, Deut. 9:9) 

Matthew intentionally sets the scene for readers the way he does in order to communicate that 
Jesus is teaching the new law as the new Moses for the new people of God. 

Why is this important: Because what Jesus is about to say to us is not a suggestion, it is not an 
option compared to something else, it is his manifesto for who the people of God are to be - 
period 

Matthew 5:3-12 - Beatitudes (interesting cross references: Deuteronomy 28, Psalm 1, Isaiah 61) 

First, let me define a few words for you: 
• Blessed - used 9x, the word would be a cross between joy and the favor of God 
• Justice - Justice is happening when the world of the poor, marginalized, and oppressed is being 

bettered (example: Philippians/kenosis - Philippians 2:7). 
• Righteousness - God’s way of doing things, and justice is God’s way of doing things 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is (present tense) the kingdom of heaven. 

Who are the “poor in spirit”? those who are economically, physically, socially, or even 
culturally oppressed and/or marginalized; yet recognizes their full redemption is in God 

Why is there’s the kingdom of Heaven: The greatest reward to any person in those days was to 
enter the kingdom of God, this is what was aimed for…but people assumed things like 
promotion, land, money, privilege, etc…were the path to this kingdom. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Those who mourn: The ones who grieve in their experiences of tragedy, injustice, and death as 
well as reach out to others in grief and compassion when others experience injustice, evil, sin, 
tragedy, and death - they suffer with and love those who suffer. 

What does it mean for them to be comforted: Those who mourn are those who have felt the 
pain of being let down by all the world uses to promise comfort, and thus seek after God to be 
their true comforter. 



5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Who are the meek: Those who suffer and who have been humbled, and yet they do not seek 
revenge but God’s glory and the welfare of others. 

Why will they inherit the earth: In today’s world and then as well, land ownership which is a 
form of economic power is acquired through inheritance or being born in the right family, 
violence, anger, justified-takeovers, aggression, exploitation, or just being the most forceful… 

Category 1: Humility of the poor - (1) Poor in Spirit (2) Those who Mourn (3) The Meek 

Summary: In these three we find Jesus blessing the oppressed and the poor for their powerful 
trust in God; those who willingly wait on God for justice; and humbly admit their role in the 
world’s condition yet refuses to submit to ungodly systems for quick fixes. 
   

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Who are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness? If just is the preferential treatment of 
the poor and oppressed, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are those who seek the 
welfare of others rather than the things we typically seek after. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

Who are the merciful: In our world, mercy is often shown on some sort of sliding scale of 
human merit often compared to our own work -  but God calls us to think beyond that, God calls 
us to act tangibly toward people based on how God has acted on us in our greatest need - we see 
this in, we see some examples of this in the OT 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Who are the pure in heart: Typically our actions have motives behind them - some time the 
motive is just to be seen, sometimes it is win favor, sometimes it is for promotion sake..the list 
could go on, to be pure in heart is to do something for no other reason than you love God and 
love people.  

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers (peace creators, makes it less passive), for they will be called 
children of God. 

Who are the peacemakers: A peacemaker is someone who works for God’s vision of shalom - 
or someone who lives their ordinary everyday life for total economic, ecological, sociological, 
and familial reconciliation. 



Why will these sorts of people be called children of God? Because they act most like God 
within their humanity in their day to day lives, and thus represent him better than most 

Category 2: Those who pursue justice and righteousness - (1) pursuers of justice/
righteousness (2) the merciful (3) the pure in Heart (4) Peacemakers 

Summary: This category is about being a person who works toward God’s universal vision of 
shalom.  Who lives their lives for the sake of the other, often at their own expense.  It is about the 
people, who learn how to leverage the life they live for the good of the people and landscapes 
around them, often the good of those who fit into that first category 

In other words, the second category are people who realize the poor are not a problem to fix, but 
rather a people who they can work with and for, for God’s vision of shalom 

10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is (present tense) 
the kingdom of heaven.  “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is (notice 

this is present tense) great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 

  
Verses 10-12 are the culmination of the two categories above - it is when these two 
categories live in such close relationship for the good of each other that relationships of 
interdependence are created and established for Jesus’ vision of shalom 
• First. Jesus let’s us know when you live in harmony with each other and work for the peace, 

justice, and righteousness of God, you will probably be persecuted for it… 
• These are the ones who refuse to take part of systems of injustice which will often cost 

them.  
• These are the one’s who love God so much they are faithful to God when oppressed or if it 

causes oppression in their own lives. 
• These follow Jesus so unreservedly they suffer for him and those he loves.   

• Second, Jesus defines the hardship or suffering in a threefold way: 
• “reviling” - showing contempt, disgust, disdain for 
• “persecuting” - having injustice thrust on them; or physically falling prey or victim to the 

systems they oppose 
• “uttering all kinds of evil against you falsely” - verbalizing, socially, culturally harassing 

or mocking and even lying about someone, simply because they are committed to living 
into the ways of God’s justice and it simply confronts the social structures we often find 
as normal or our individual way of living.   

  

If we have no peace it is because we have forgotten we belong to each other - Mother Theresa 


